Past Afternoon Book Club Selections
The Husband's Secret
by Liane Moriarty
Discovering a tattered letter that says she
is to open it only in the event of her
husband's death, Cecelia, a successful
family woman, is unable to resist reading
the letter and discovers a secret that
shatters her life and the lives of two other
women.

Back When We Were
Grownups
by Anne Tyler
Beck Davitch looks back on her thirtyyear marriage to Joe and her role as a
mother and manager of the Open Arms,
wondering if she is living the life she was
meant to live and reconsidering her
dedication to the family business.

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry
by Gabrielle Zevin
When his most prized possession, a rare
collection of Poe poems, is stolen,
bookstore owner A. J. Fikry begins
isolating himself from his friends, family
and associates before receiving a
mysterious package that compels him to
remake his life. .

The Two-Family House
by Lynda Cohen Loigman
A book set in a two-family brownstone in
1950s Brooklyn unravels a
multigenerational story woven around a
deeply buried family secret.

Miller's Valley : a novel
by Anna Quindlen
Coming of age in a dwindling 1960s
farming community in eastern
Pennsylvania, Mimi struggles with
profound family secrets and the pain of
falling in love with the wrong person
against a backdrop of dynamic historical
periods. By the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of Object Lessons.

Last bus to wisdom
by Ivan Doig
Rejected by his domineering great aunt
during the summer of 1951, imaginative
11-year-old Donal travels back to his
ailing grandmother's home accompanied

The Particular Sadness
of Lemon Cake
by Aimee Bender
Discovering in childhood a supernatural
ability to taste the emotions of others in
their cooking, Rose Edelstein grows up to
regard food as a curse when it reveals
everyone's secret realities.

The Silent Sister
by Diane Chamberlain
Settling her late father's affairs only to
discover evidence that contradicts
understandings about her sister's suicide
20 years earlier, Riley MacPherson
learns that her sister is still alive and has
been on the run from dangerous family
secrets.

Last Bus to Wisdom
by Ivan Doig
Rejected by his domineering great aunt
during the summer of 1951, imaginative
11-year-old Donal travels back to his
ailing grandmother's home accompanied
by his German great uncle while
experiencing haphazard adventures
along the way.

A Walk in the Woods :
rediscovering America on the
Appalachian Trail
by Bill Bryson
A wry account by the author of The Life
and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid traces
an adventurous and arduous trek past
the Appalachian Trail's natural pleasures,
human eccentrics, and offbeat comforts.

New Life, No Instructions : a
memoir
by Gail Caldwell
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Let's
Take the Long Way Home traces the
uplifting story of the author's midlife
losses of her closest companions and her
decision to pursue a corrective surgery
that unexpectedly restored her sense of
self and her connection to her community.

The Gilly salt sisters
by Tiffany Baker
Two sisters in Cape Cod fight over the
town's wealthiest bachelor as they learn
about life, love and family history in this
novel from the New York Times bestselling author of The Little Giant of

The Gilly Salt Sisters

Lucky Us

by Tiffany Baker

by Amy Bloom

Two sisters in Cape Cod fight over the
town's wealthiest bachelor as they learn
about life, love and family history in this
novel from the New York Times bestselling author of The Little Giant of
Aberdeen County.

Forging a life together after being
abandoned by their parents, half sisters
Eva and Iris share decades in and out of
the spotlight in golden-era Hollywood and
mid-20th-century Long Island. By the
author of the National Book Award
finalist, Come to Me.

Between, Georgia
by Joshilyn Jackson

Joy for Beginners

Unduly familiar with choosing between
sides throughout her lifetime, Nonny Frett
finds herself once again caught in the
middle between an escalating family feud
that began before her birth and the
realization of her own dreams.

by Erica Bauermeister

A Spool of Blue Thread
by Anne Tyler
The changing needs of aging parents
impact a family gathering during which
Abby Whitshank relates how her husband
and she fell in love during the summer of
1959 and shared decades of marriage
impacted by children and long-held
secrets. Reading-group guide available.
By the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Breathing Lessons.

Lost Lake
by Sarah Addison Allen
"Suley, Georgia, is home to Lost Lake
Cottages and not much else. Which is
why it's the perfect place for newlywidowed Kate and her eccentric eightyear-old daughter Devin to heal.

Last One Home
by Debbie Macomber
A standalone novel by the best-selling
author of the Blossom Street series
traces the reunion of three disparate
sisters, one responsible, one rebellious
and one free-spirited, who reveal
imperfections in their respective lives
while mourning their mother's death.

A Wedding in December
by Anita Shreve
Gathering to attend a wedding in the
Berkshire Mountains of Massachusetts,
seven former classmates find the reunion
marked by the death of a spouse, a
traumatic past event, a shocking secret,
and health issues. By the author of Light
on Snow.

Joy for beginners

Meeting with her five close friends to
celebrate her recovery from cancer, Kate
announces that she will take up whitewater rafting if each of them will also do
something that equally terrifies them, a
challenge that results in a tattoo, a breadbaking endeavor and a reconciliation.

The Japanese Lover
by Isabel Allende
A multigenerational epic by the New York
Times best-selling author ofThe House of
the Spirits follows the impossible
romance between a World War II
escapee from the Nazis and a Japanese
gardener's son, whose story is
discovered decades later by a care
worker who would come to terms with her past

Girl Waits with Gun
by Amy Stewart
Living in virtual isolation years after the
revelation of a painful family secret,
Constance is terrorized by a belligerent
silk factory owner and fights back in ways
outside the confines of early-20th-century
women. (historical fiction).

Gemini : a novel
by Carol Wiley Cassella
"A medical mystery wrapped in a
contemporary love story, GEMINI is a
stand out new novel from the Cassella, a
practicing M.D. and author of the national
bestseller OXYGEN. Think Jodi Picoult
meets Abraham Verghese"

One Plus One
by Jojo Moyes
A single mom trying to raise a bullied
stepson and a mathlete daughter finds an
unexpected rescue in the form of an
obnoxious tech millionaire named Geeky
Ed in this new novel from the best-selling
author of Me Before You.

